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1, In December 1951 the PCowopsrative Club* of Ecuador purchased $1l,000
- worth of pistols from Czechoslovakia through Robert Bar'bun, réprasenta=
tive of Czech firms in Qulto. .

2¢ Thére are two Weo-operative clubs! in Ecuador, one composed primarily
. of ¢ivilians, with a few military personnel, having as its purpose
practice in shooting, While this club is not officialy it must abids - ®
by the regulations of the Minister of Defense, who has reportedly refused
to grant them authorization to import pistols and ammunition from o
Czechoslovakiae

3e The second “Cowoperative Club%, which is also wnofficialy is made up of

& group of officers who ars friends of the Minister of Defense, This
elub is reported to have obtained authorization from the Minister to
import pistols and ammuniticn from Czechoslovakia and is therefore be-
lieved to be the one referred to in pa::agraph Lo

25X1X -

|:| "l Tt has been learned from Robert Bartugy owner of the YEL Barco® firm in
Quito, that during 1951 he sold $180,000 worth of Czech guods and that
during the first three months of 1952 he sold $170,000 worth of Czech
merchandise. Bartus has gtated that the major portion of the merchane
dise sold condgisted of metal moofing waterial for use in reconstruction
work in Ambato and Pelileo. Bartus furbher stated that he sells abouhk
1,000 meters of material for offigers! wniforms monthly. During the
flrst three months of 1952 he sold $25,000 worth of this material, wvalued
at six dollars per meter, including insurance and freight,
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